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TIMES OF MASSES AND OTHER SERVICES MARY, THE HOLY MOTHER OF GOD: YEAR A 
Second Week of Christmastide: 1st – 6th January 2023 (Weekday Cycle Year I / Psalter Week II) 

   
Saturday 31st December: 

Mary, The Holy Mother of God 
(Solemnity) PARISH FINANCES 

5:30 pm: Vigil Mass; John Green RIP (Anniversary) (Sully) 24th / 25th December 2022 

Sunday 1st January 2023: 
Mary, The Holy Mother of God 
(Solemnity) Envelopes: £ 397. 00 

9:00 am: Mass; Pro Populo; People of the Parish Loose Plate: £ 185. 00 
11:00 am: Mass (St Francis); James Quilly RIP (Curtis) S / Orders: £ 377. 25 

  TOTAL: £ 959. 25 Monday 2nd January: Saints Basil the Great & Gregory 
Nazianzen, Bishops & Doctors (memoria) 

10:00 am: Mass; Bill Spick RIP (Breame) Thank you for your continued 
generosity and support  

of our Parish. 
 Tuesday 3rd January: Christmas Feria (before Epiphany) 

10:00 am: Mass (St Francis); Michael Harte (Curtis) 6th January is the Solemnity 
of the Epiphany of the Lord 
and is a Holy Day of 
Obligation. 

 Wednesday 4th January: Christmas Feria (before Epiphany) 
10:00 am: Mass;  The Loretto Community (Josie & Russ) 

 Thursday 5th January: Christmas Feria (before Epiphany) Your Prayers are 
requested for those who 

are sick: 
Isobel Alana Barnes, 

Marica Borsos, Jessie Breame, 
Margaret Brown, Des Burrows 

Pat Constable, 
Jim & Margaret Dougan, 

Ann Harrison, Fr Peter Harvey, 
Andrea Hoffman,  

Breeda Keaney, Julie Mortimer, 
Anne – Marie Reid,  
Margaret Simmons, 

Simpson Family, Kay Twomey, 
Evelyn Venning, John Wilcox 

and Bob Wilson. 

NO MORNING MASS 

Thursday 5th January: Epiphany of the Lord (Solemnity) 
7:00 pm: Mass; Pro Populo; People of the Parish 

  Friday 6th January: Epiphany of the Lord (Solemnity) 
10:00 am: Mass (St Francis); Fr Michael Stewart RIP (Curtis) 

7:00 pm: Mass; Intentions of Carolyn & Mike Hill (Marie) 
 Saturday 7th January: The Baptism of the Lord (Feast) 
5:00 pm: Confessions  

5:30 pm: Vigil Mass; Brenda Stephenson RIP (Murphy) 
 Sunday 8th January: The Baptism of the Lord (Feast) 

9:00 am: Mass; Intentions of A & M (N) 
11:00 am: Mass (St Francis); Hugh Curtis RIP 

 Items for the newsletter can be given to Fr Christopher or e – mailed to frcathomas@live.com 
by WEDNESDAY of each week for inclusion in the next issue. 



RCIA PROGRAMME: Our Parishes RCIA Course will continue after Christmas on Monday, 16th 
January 2023 at 7:30 pm in the Assumption Church Hall. The subject for this session will be Natural 
Law and the Ten Commandments. All welcome. 
 
FIRST HOLY COMMUNION: The next Class for the First Holy Communion course for the Children 
will be on Sunday 8th January 2023, at 10:00 am before Mass, in St Francis’ Parish Hall. If for any 
reason you are unable to attend, please contact me as soon as possible to let me know. 
 
POOR CLARES: the Sisters wish you all a very Happy and Holy Christmas and a peaceful New 
Year and send their thanks for your support over the past year. My next visit will be Monday 30th 
January 2023. Thanks, from me for your continued support – Diane Wilson. 
 
MISSIO: Thank you to all Red box/Mill Hill/MISSIO holders. I have just completed the returns for 
2022 and you have donated £ 703. 74, in your boxes, for MISSIO – WELL DONE! From January 
2023 Kerry Garton is taking over as Parish MISSIO Secretary. Thank you for your support – Diane 
Wilson. 
 
MISSIO: The 2023 MISSIO calendars are in the narthex, and you are welcome to take one. If you 
are a Red Box holder and your box has not been emptied recently, would you bring it in to be emptied, 
please as the 2022 totals need to be in before Christmas and the money needs to be banked before 
then. Many thanks for your continued support of MISSIO – Diane Wilson Parish MISSIO 
Secretary. 
 
CHRISTMAS DONATIONS: The Christmas Tree and Crib will remain in Church until the 
Solemnity of the Epiphany (6th January 2023) to give you an opportunity for giving any further 
donations to our local Homeless Charities. This year the request is for any tinned goods and dry non 
– perishable items of food, such as rice and pasta, which can be left under the tree, as well as items 
such as pot noodle and cup a soups and other instant foods which only require adding boiling water. 
Any donations will be distributed to our local Charities after the Epiphany as well as any Crib 
Offerings. 

THANK YOU: To all who have helped to prepare the Church for the 
Christmas celebrations and to all those who have contributed to and 
supported the Parish during 2022. Special thanks to the Church and Hall 
Cleaners, Flower Arrangers, Altar Servers, Readers, Ministers, 
Children’s Liturgy Group, Musicians, Catechists, Welcomers, Collection 
Counters and all those whose hard work and endeavours often goes 
unnoticed. Many thanks to you all. I would also like to express my thanks 
for all your cards and gifts and, messages of support; not only at this time 
but throughout the year; it has been very much appreciated. I am aware 

that it has taken a while after the restrictions of past two years, but we finally seem to be getting back 
to normal in the Parish, thank God. I wish you all Best Wishes and Prayers for Happy, Holy and Peaceful 
Christmas and every good wish for a prosperous New Year. – Fr Christopher Thomas. 
 
NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTION: The Church relies on people getting involved. Our Church, our 
world needs you. Could your New Year’s resolution be getting more involved in the life of our 
Church? What aspects of Church brings you life or joy? Could you give a bit of time to help those 
parts flourish? CAFOD, the Catholic Agency for Overseas Development, is looking for people to 
give some time and join in its mission.  Could you help in our parish, bringing people together to help 
build a better world or by visiting local schools?  Maybe you could raise a voice and campaign for 
justice or perhaps speak for CAFOD throughout the Diocese? Could you support local volunteers or 
share your office skills to help CAFOD keep costs low? Training and support is provided. See 
www.cafod.org.uk/Volunteer for more information, or get in touch with Will Cruddace, our local 
CAFOD worker, on wcruddace@cafod.org.uk or 07710094455. 


