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TIMES OF MASSES AND OTHER SERVICES: 2ND SUNDAY OF ADVENT YEAR:

Second Week of Advent:

5th

–

11th

C

December 2021 (Weekday Cycle Year II / Psalter Week II)

Sunday 5th December: Second Sunday of Advent: C
Intentions of Elise Gouveia (Baptism)
9:00 am: Mass;
11:00 am: Mass (St Francis);
Theresa “Terry” Smith RIP (Barnes)

Monday 6th December: Advent Feria
10:00 am: Mass;
Georgina Lyons RIP (Jim)
St Ambrose, Bishop & Doctor
(memoria)
10:00 am: Mass (St Francis);
Peggy Carroll RIP (Farrelly)

Tuesday 7th December:

The Immaculate Conception of the
Wednesday 8th December: Blessed Virgin Mary, Patron of
the Diocese (Solemnity)
10:00 am: Mass;
Private Intention (PS)

Your Prayers are requested
for those who are sick:

Isobel Alana Barnes,
Marica Borsos, Margaret Brown,
Pat Constable,
Francesca Lina Craparotta,
Jim & Margaret Dougan,
Ann Harrison, Fr Peter Harvey,
Andrea Hoffman, Farzin Kazem,
Breeda Keaney, Janet Mernagh,
Anne – Marie Reid, Simpson
Family, Evelyn Venning,
John Wilcox and Bob Wilson.

HOSPITALS
Priests are now on an ‘on – call’
Thursday 9th December: Advent Feria
rota for City and QMC. This is
Theresa “Terry” Smith RIP strictly calls for Anointing of the
10:00 am: Requiem Mass (St Francis):
Sick when someone is nearing the
end of their life. The hospital will
Friday 10th December: Advent Feria
still not call us out for a request for
Linda Newbold RIP (Castor)
10:00 am: Mass;
prayers or when someone has
already died – these will be dealt
Saturday 11th December: Advent Feria
with by a member of the
Mass;
Pro Populo; People of the Parish
Chaplaincy
Team.
Holy
Communion
is
not
being
taken
Third Sunday of Advent: C –
Sunday 12th December:
into hospital by Eucharistic
Gaudete Sunday
Ministers. All requests for a Priest
Deceased Members of the Harvey Family (Harvey)
still need to go through the Ward
9:00 am: Mass;
and Chaplaincy Department.
11:00 am: Mass (St Francis);
James Barnes RIP
QMC 0115 924 9924 ext. 63799
or City
969 1169.
Items for the newsletter can be given to Fr Christopher or e – mailed
to0115
frcathomas@live.com

by WEDNESDAY of each week for inclusion in the next issue

POOR CLARES: The Sisters send their thanks to Parishioners for the donations and gifts I took to
them. They are now at their temporary accommodation and I went over to Alfreton where Mother
Damian is based. She will ensure that everything is shared between the three different temporary
houses. I will visit again on 20th December 2021 to take our Christmas Gifts and Donations to them
as Christmas will be very different for them this year with them not being together. Thank you for
your continued support it is very much appreciated by the Sisters. – Diane Wilson
RCIA PROGRAMME: The RCIA Course continues NEXT Wednesday, 15th December 2021 at 7:30
pm. If you are not able to attend, please contact me as soon as possible, preferably by seeing me after
Mass or by telephone.

SUNDAY TEA AND COFFEE: Will return in the Hall after Mass from Sunday 5th December 2021
– Everyone welcome – All proceeds from the tea and coffee will go to the Lourdes Fund. – Marie
Calladine
ADVENT FAIR: The Fair last weekend was a great success raising £ 1, 045. 83 so far for Church
funds. A list of raffle prize winners is in the Narthex. Many thanks to everyone who helped or
supported the fair in any way.
MISSIO: As we near the end of 2021 the totals for the MISSIO / Red Box donations need to be sent
into the Office. Please can you bring in your Red Boxes to be emptied ASAP so that the contents can
be banked as totals have to be into the MISSIO Office before Christmas. The 2022 MISSIO calendars
are in the Narthex – please take one. Many thanks – Diane Wilson Parish MISSIO
Secretary.
CALLING ALL FAMILIES AND CHILDREN! CHRISTMAS SCAVENGER HUNT ON
SUNDAY 19th DECEMBER 2021 AT 1:30 PM: Get your scarves and woolly hats on and join us
for a Christmas Scavenger Hunt in Dovecote Park, Dovecote Lane, Beeston, on Sunday 19th
December 2021 at 1:30 pm! We would love to get the families of the Parish together for some
outdoor, festive fun. There will be games and activities for the children, along with some hot drinks,
juice and cakes to keep us all going. It is a lovely chance for us to come together after such a long
time. Everyone welcome! Please email me (Catherine Agius) on agius89@btinternet.com to let me
know if you’re coming. Please say how many are in your family so we can get an idea of numbers. I
really hope you can join us. – Catherine Agius.
CHRISTMAS CAROL SERVICE: We gather as one family to prepare and welcome Jesus who
comes to us. Sunday 19th December 2021 following the Christmas Scavenger Hunt at the Church of
the Assumption including Readings, Carols and the Blessing of the Bambinos. Details of time to
follow.
DISCOVER HOW JESUS IS SPEAKING TO YOU IN SCRIPTURE: On Tuesday 7thDecember
2021 at 7:30 pm Sr Hyacinthe a Dominican Sister, catechist, tutor, writer and joy filled follower of
Jesus will lead a workshop on Zoom introducing the 4 senses of Scripture. These skills are great ways
to help us see how we can use and understand scripture more in our own lives and in catechesis too.
Register for the talk by visiting: www.dioceseofnottingham.uk/onlineevents
ENCOUNTERING GOD IN YOUR DAILY WORK: For four Wednesdays, starting on 12th
January 2022 at 7:00 pm, the Diocese will be running an online course looking at how we can
encounter Jesus in our daily work and how it can help us to grow in holiness too. We spend more
hours in a week at work than doing most other activities (including going to Church) so let’s make
an experience of daily glory rather than a daily grind. For more information visit:
www.dioceseofnottingham.uk/onlineevents

FRIENDS OF ENGLISH MARTYRS’ CHRISTMAS RAFFLE: The Friends of English Martyrs’
who raise funds to support English Martyrs’ School are taking part in the Big PTA Christmas raffle.
Sadly, we are unable to run our traditional Christmas fair this year so this online raffle is a great way
for all in our community to support the school. Tickets cost £3 and each one gives you 12 chances to
win up to £5,000 and 50% of all sales through our link go directly to the FEM. We are currently
focusing fundraising on an exciting project to improve the outside play areas at school. There will be
12 draws between the 13th and 18th December 2021, so buy your tickets now for a chance to win and
to support our school. This is a national initiative so please share with friends and family.
https://www.bigptaraffle.co.uk/support/english-martyrs-rcp-school-ng10
Synod 2023: A WORLDWIDE LISTENING PROCESS
Pope Francis launched the first stages of the 2023 Synod:
“For a Synodal Church: Communion, Participation and
Mission.” A Synod is a worldwide gathering of Bishops
(with other delegates and experts) to discuss and discern
how the Church responds to a certain issue. The meaning
of Synod of journeying together and those Bishops
representing their country are called to bring the thoughts
and hopes of the people they represent. The 2023 will not
be responding to a particular issue, rather it will be
reflecting how the nature or culture of the Church can be
more synodal – a wider listening to the Holy Spirit
speaking through all peoples.
This process though starting in Rome thoroughly
begins in our local parishes, schools or chaplaincies. Every Catholic community is invited to meet
together and listen to one another and the Holy Spirit reflecting on how we can be more focused on
being a Missionary Church. One that makes Christ present to all peoples in all places. As a Diocese
we are inviting each Catholic community to reflect on their dream for the Church and how to make
that a reality. To not only listen to the leaders in Parishes / Chaplaincies / Schools but to all especially
those at the margin of our community.
On the Diocesan website there are some documents, resources and guides how
this can be lived out throughout our Diocese. We aim to have a report together that
reflects what have been said by the people of our Diocese ready to present to the
Bishops’ Conference of England & Wales near the end of January 2022. This document
will help form the national report that will go to the European Conference and then on
to the worldwide meeting in Rome.
This process is not about gathering data for Rome. We are not going to ask Parishes, Schools
and Chaplaincies to do this great work and then wait nearly two years to hear what is said in Rome.
We want to see these communities listen to the Holy Spirit and then be empowered into action. We
will invite each Parish to make concrete commitments that they will get to work on straight away. It
is our hope that Pentecost 2022 can be a wonderful celebration of all the great things that have started
to happen in our diocese.
Following the opening of the Synodal Process and Bishop Patrick’s Pastoral Letter, we are
being asked to consider how all of us can contribute to the Synodal Process. The following questions
are given to us for our consideration. As a Parish we will have the opportunity to meet and discuss
these questions, but for the moment I would ask all of you to contribute, by giving some thoughts and
ideas in answer to these questions. A separate sheet will be available from Church, on the Parish
website and WhatsApp page for you to print off and provide written feedback. These can be handed
into me at any time before the meeting (details of time and date to follow). There will also be an open
Deanery Meeting in January where representatives of all the Parishes in the Nottingham Deanery will
be invited to attend to share the ideas and thoughts from their respective Parishes. Regular updates
about the Synod are also available on our Diocesan website at:

http://www.dioceseofnottingham.uk/synod2023 and information about the Synod around the
world can be found on the Vatican’s website at: https://www.synod.va/en.html

OPEN PARISH MEETING TO DISCUSS THE QUESTIONS BELOW: on
Monday 20th December 2021 at 7:00 pm in The Assumption Parish Hall, we will have
an initial open meeting to discuss the Synodal Questions. I would encourage you all to
come along and share your views about the future of our Parishes, our Diocese and our
Catholic Church.
The Questions for consideration are:
1. What is my dream for the Church, for my Parish so that it can become more outward –
looking, more missionary?
2. To achieve this dream, what do we need to stop doing? What are we doing that needs to
be developed or done differently?
3. As a Parish do, we know who are the people who feel left out or excluded from the Parish
and society?
4. How as a Parish can we reach out, listen to and love them? Suggest at least two identifiable
ways (an immediate action and a long – term change) in which, as a Parish, we will reach
out to and listen to, the marginalised or separated.
5. How do I hear and respond to the voice of God’s Holy Spirit, in my life; what signs of the
Spirit at work do I see in the life of my Parish?
6. What steps may the Holy Spirit be calling us to take, as a Parish, on our journey together
into God’s future?

Times of Masses for Christmas
Friday 24th December: The Nativity of the Lord (Solemnity)
Vigil Mass for Christmas: 4:00 pm;
Vigil Mass for Christmas: 6:30 pm;

The Assumption, Beeston
St Francis of Assisi, Long Eaton

Saturday 25th December: The Nativity of the Lord (Solemnity)
Midnight Mass for Christmas: Midnight;
Christmas Morning Mass: 9:00 am;
Christmas Morning Mass: 11:00 am;
Sunday 26th December:

The Assumption, Beeston
The Assumption, Beeston
St Francis of Assisi, Long Eaton

The Holy Family (Feast)

Mass: 9:00 am;
Mass: 11:00 am;

The Assumption, Beeston
St Francis of Assisi, Long Eaton

